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News Release, November 6, 2008


Submitted by Gayle M. Woodsum
Sherri Tallmon of Hidden Oaks Llama Ranch in Estacada, Oregon, has been chosen as the recipient of the 2008 Virginia Christensen National Llama Welfare Award.  The honor, which includes a $500 cash gift, was created in the name of llama lover, advocate, breeder, judge and organizational leader Virginia Christensen of Nevada. It is designed to recognize and support individuals dedicated to the long term viability and overall welfare of llamas in the United States.  According to award organizers, Tallmon was selected as this year’s recipient in recognition of many years of hands-on, consistent llama rescue efforts.  As Tallmon herself states on her website,

“Another important part of our farm is taking in llama rescues. As with all animals, there are so many out there that are unwanted or have been abused that are in desperate need of good homes, which is why we take breeding quality llamas very seriously!”

Tallmon’s work and name rose to the attention of the Llama Welfare Award selection committee from countless sources over the last year. In response to the committee’s request her friend and admirer, Pamela Watson, provided the following report:


Since I met Sherri some years ago she has always devoted a part of her time to what many llama owners would consider the “undesirables.” Sherri is always able to see beyond that label to their hidden potential. Whether as a guard, pet or even driving llama she has an uncanny way of finding just the right home for the hundreds of rescues she has taken in over the years.  At any given time on a visit to her ranch you will find a few of them waiting for their future homes.  On one of my recent visits to her ranch there were two precious deer-like females. When Sherri got them they were underweight and thus very small in size. When we walked down to the pasture to look at all the llamas, the first priority was not to look at some of the beautiful show quality llamas Sherri has from her own breeding program, it was to look at these two shy llamas and for her to point out how they were doing better and were very sweet.  This is the Sherri I have always known. 

She started out in childhood a horse girl, showing champion Arabians that her family owned on their horse ranch. But when Sherri got her first awareness of llamas she had found her critter soul mates.  A few years ago Sherri did a rescue near the Oregon coast. Little did she know it would be as a result of this particular rescue that she would suddenly be under siege by a force that would quickly take many of her most loved llamas, including Curly Sue one of her first rescues. The nightmare force was later identified as the dreaded Eimac disease that many of us have since come to know. 
One of the llamas from that rescued herd (Smokey) who had managed to hang on had become a ray of hope for Sherri. Daily, the calls from or visits with Sherri would be to tell of the latest pounds Smokey gained.  Unlike many llama owners at the time who were secretly hiding their loss of llamas to Eimac, Sherri used it as a teaching moment to raise awareness to her fellow llama owners. She learned all she could about Eimac and even put together her own photos and literature to do talks and share all the information she could to help others avoid such a tragic and sudden loss of their own. Smokey would go on to survive and you would have thought he was a million dollar llama by the joy Sherri expressed over his survival.


Sherri has not just taken in llamas.  In the little alcoves tucked away near her home where she has noticed an intact llama or two housed with a female, Sherri in her unique way has worked with the owners and offered to take the male llamas to be gelded just to avoid another, “they keep having babies and I don’t know why” incident.  Not too long ago Sherri got a call from a couple telling her they had rescued a male llama and wanted him sheared. She drove 70 miles to shear this llama. Once getting there she learned he had been abused by the previous owner. She spent hours talking llamas with the new owners and encouraged them to have him gelded. By the time she left they said they wanted to drive to her place one weekend, help clean barns and learn all they could about llamas.


The other day I visited Sherri and she just had to show me her two new “old boys” that she had already found a home for. Here they were, two buck-teethed guys, throw-a-ways to many—but to Sherri, they have potential. She quickly found a home for these guys. They are headed to a local vet to help keep his pasture down.  There are too many stories like this to mention, but the bottom line is Sherri’s devotion to all aspects of llamas whether it be showing, breeding or rescuing. Opening people’s eyes from ignorance to awareness is a big part of what makes her happy.


Virginia Christensen National Llama Welfare Award Criteria


To be awarded to an individual who has consistently and over an extended period of time, promoted thoughtful care to llamas through public and private efforts in a variety of settings, including but not limited to demonstration of the following efforts:


• Participation in the education of llama owners and potential llama owners as to the attentive care and compassionate handling of llamas 

• Leadership in volunteer and organizational settings that exhibit diversity of membership, philosophy and mission


• Promotion of llamas as companion animals with basic physical and psychological needs that surpass their value as a commodity


• Unflinching participation in public and private activities that support and implement the prevention and cessation of cruelty, neglect and desertion of llamas


www.lamalink.com    January 2009

